
Acting - Grade 7 
Own choice scene from a play written during one period (choose from Ancient Greek & Roman, Elizabethan 
and Jacobean, Restoration and Post-Restoration,) + own choice scene 1800 - 1980 + own choice scene post 
1980 (all scenes min 3 - max 5 mins each) + knowledge 

Period Scene 
Title & Author………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character name………………………………………………………………………… 
What is the historical context of the piece? 

What has happened in the play leading up to this scene, and what will happen next? 

Describe your character - physical and emotional characteristics. 

Where is your character? What are they doing? Why are they doing it? 



How does your character… 

• move? 

• speak? 

• react to the situation they are in? 

What feelings are experienced? Do they change during the scene? 

How would you describe the mood of the scene? Does it change? 

Describe how you will use movement/speech to show your character’s feelings. 

Draw a plan of your performance area, including everything that’s in the scene (even if not 
physically there). 



1800 - 1980 Scene 
Title & Author………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character name………………………………………………………………………… 
What is the historical context of the piece? 

What has happened in the play leading up to this scene, and what will happen next? 

Describe your character - physical and emotional characteristics. 

Where is your character? What are they doing? Why are they doing it? 

How does your character… 

• move? 



• speak? 

• react to the situation they are in? 

What feelings are experienced? Do they change during the scene? 

How would you describe the mood of the scene? Does it change? 

Describe how you will use movement/speech to show your character’s feelings. 

Draw a plan of your performance area, including everything that’s in the scene (even if not 
physically there). 



Post 1980 Scene  
Title & Author………………………………………………………………………….. 
Character name………………………………………………………………………… 

What is the historical context of the piece? 

What has happened in the play leading up to this scene, and what will happen next? 

Describe your character - physical and emotional characteristics. 

Where is your character? What are they doing? Why are they doing it? 



How does your character… 

• move? 

• speak? 

• react to the situation they are in? 

What feelings are experienced? Do they change during the scene? 

How would you describe the mood of the scene? Does it change? 

Describe how you will use movement/speech to show your character’s feelings. 

Draw a plan of your performance area, including everything that’s in the scene (even if not 
physically there). 



Knowledge - the examiner will ask you about these. 
You will need to know, and be able to explain in detail, 
• the character’s objective in each piece 
• the character’s role within the context of the play as a whole (one will be chosen by the examiner, 

so you need to know them all) 
• how the writer’s style and period of writing influenced the performance of the scenes (again, one 

will be chosen by the examiner, so you need to know them all) 

You also need to introduce each piece, giving title, author, the character you are playing and 
outlining the context of the piece. 

What are the character’s objectives? Think about intention (what they want to do) and motivation 
(what makes them do what they do - psychologically and in terms of the situation and events) within 
the scene. 

Scene 1 
Intention 

Motivation 

Scene 2 
Intention 

Motivation 



Scene 3 
Intention 

Motivation 

What is the character’s role within the context of the play? 
• their actions 
• their interactions with others 
• their place in the plot  
• the way they affect the theme or the message of the play 

Scene 1 

Scene 2 



Scene 3 

What is the writer’s style? (think about comic, tragic etc as well as naturalistic, realistic, 
modernistic etc) 

Scene 1 

Scene 2 

Scene 3 

How did the style inform your performance? (consider the requirements of the form, the tone of the 
piece, sturcturing of character, plot etc)  

Scene 1 

Scene 2 

Scene 3 



How did the period of writing influence your performance? (consider dramatic conventions of the 
time, how people behaved in the period, changes in social restrictions/freedoms etc) 

Scene 1 

Scene 2 

Scene 3 


